
Henri Matisse (1869 - 1954)

Matisse was born in Le Cateau-Cambrésis, France in 1869, and 
went on to study law in Paris in 1887. He abandoned law in favour 
of painting in 1891 and continued his studies at the Académie 
Julian and the Ecole des Beaux-arts.  In 1901 Matisse exhibited at 
the Salon des Indépendants in Paris, and held his first solo show 
at the Galerie Vollard in 1904. Matisse was to become a leader 
of the Fauve-movement, and was one of the first artists to take 
an interest in “primitive” art. He abandoned the palette of the 
impressionists and established a characteristic style. His mastery 
of the expressive language of colour and drawing, displayed in a 
body of work spanning over a half-century, won him recognition 
as a leading figure in modern art. 
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